Journal ofthe Royal Society of Medicine Volume 71 April 1978 involve laymen in considering medical matters which have ethical implications. Medical men are called on not only to explain their views but to justify them. The editors are aware of the need for a source of balanced basic information: they have succeeded in providing one.
Most of the 116 authors, whose contributions are remarkably uniform in style considering their diverse origins, are specialists. It is disappointing that in a book which has such relevance to general practice and to the questions that patients ask their family doctors, not one general practitioner has been involved in its production.
This book could well become a standard work of reference. It merits a place on the personal bookshelf. R For those interested in this topic it will provide an invaluable source of reference since each article is accompanied by a considerable bibliography, but the reviews themselves are of great value and bring together a lot of useful information that would otherwise only be found by an extensive search of the literature. A review by Jost and his colleagues of the hormones in the urogenital system obviously constitutes an authoritative statement on this sUbject, and a number of the articles will be of interest to endocrinologists. An article on the surgical correction of intersex, by Howard Jones is perhaps a little superficial for those concerned with the surgery, but would give a useful concept of the requirements for those in other specialities. There is a valuable chapter by David Smith on the management of micropenis and the stimulation of growth which can be achieved by testosterone administration in early infancy.
Clearly this book will be of interest to a limited group only, and does not in anyway constitute a comprehensive textbook on the subject, but it nevertheless makes a valuable contribution.
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